
 1 

NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 
566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 
 
 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES, JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
Present:   Paul J. Donohue, Chairman 
    E. William Bamber, Vice-Chairman 
    Marco J. Brancato, Clerk 
    Thomas J. Wynne 
    Ernie Paciorkowski 
    Stephen M. Costello, Town Planner 
    Claire Murphy, Adm. Asst 
 
7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Donohue, 
Chairman, in Room 12, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to approve the minutes of December 14, 2009, seconded 
by Mr. Brancato 
VOTE   5-0 approved   
 
 
APPOINTMENT – Mark Ryan, DPW Supt/Town Engineer 
 
Mr. Costello explained that Mr. Ryan was present to discuss Coolidge Estates 
Subdivision/Rock St. Drainage Plan. Mr. Costello referred to a letter from Stephen 
David, dated November 24, 2009, stating that they do not have sufficient funding to 
complete the work on the Rock St. drain and he is prepared to voluntarily turn over all 
funds earmarked for this work to the Town. Mr. Costello noted that there is $112,000 in 
the bond.  
 
Mr. Ryan said that two estimates were received regarding the replacement of the Rock St. 
drain. A proposal from LTL Construction to do this work was for $84,000, but they were 
reluctant to proceed with the work because there was no guarantee on getting payment. 
Another price was received from another contractor, M Susi & Sons for $141,000. 
 
Mr. Ryan thinks they should pursue LTL to do the work in the spring or summer. One 
thing that has come up regarding the actual drainage work is a gas line that’s three feet 
away from the existing drain line which brings up issues with the gas company. Mr. Ryan 
has talked to someone at the gas company about possibly re-locating the gas line prior to 
any construction.  Mr. Brancato asked about the cost. Mr. Ryan said if replacing the gas 
line is a high priority for the gas company, the gas line would be replaced at their cost. 
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Mr. Ryan stated that if this doesn’t work out, an alternative could be putting a duel drain 
in. But Mr. Ryan thinks the best way to go is to continue to talk to National Grid.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski wanted to know if National Grid could due the complete job and the 
Town could pay them. Mr. Ryan thought that would be a good idea. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Bamber not to pull the bond at this time and wait for an answer 
from National Grid, and to get an estimate on the cost of installing a duel drain line, 
seconded by Mr. Wynne    
VOTE  5-0 approved 
 
 
CON’T PUBLIC HEARING – Major Project Special Permit and Site Plan 
Approval, 236 Access Road and Lots 1,262, & 263 
 
Present:  David Spiegel, Applicant 
   Atty. Diane Geraghty-Hall, Connor & Hilliard 
   Matt Smith, Norwood Engineering  
   Ken Cram Traffic Solutions 
   David Hajjar, Verizon 
   Atty. James Hilliard, Connor & Hilliard 
   See attached 
 
Mr. Donohue, Chairman, opened the continued public hearing for 236 Access Road and 
noted that the hearing was continued from December 14, 2009. 
 
Mr. Wynne recused himself from any discussion because of a conflict of interest.  
 
Atty. Geraghty-Hall began by recapping her client’s request for three special permits and 
a site plan approval. The site plan approval issues have been addressed. Atty. Geraghty-
Hall went over the criteria that’s required for the Special Permit to be approved by the 
Planning Board with respect to parking and dispatching and maintenance of vehicles.  
 
Atty. Geraghty-Hall had two requests from the applicant, one is to close the hearing this 
evening and the second is to request that the Board vote on this special permit and site 
plan approval this evening. Atty. Geraghty-Hall stated they know that this is somewhat 
unusual, but based on the length of time that it has taken to get through this project, they 
feel it’s very important not to jeopardize this project and have some closure on this issue. 
Atty. Geraghty-Hall said they would be very happy to answer any questions.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski was at the site and noted a big gap in the trees at the back of the site.  
Mr. Spiegel said there was a gas easement located there and nothing can be planted there.  
Mr. Paciorkowski referred to a letter from David Hajjar, Verizon, dated January 7, 2010 
on the proposed Verizon occupancy regarding the hours of operation. Mr. Paciorkowski 
wanted to make sure everything was clear on the hours of operation. The majority of the 
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shift is 7:30 am to 4:00 pm, and there is a second shift from 12:00 pm to 8:00 pm. The 
proposal also stated that the three mechanics will work from 3:00 pm to 11:30 pm.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the lights in the parking lot would be dimmed after the 8:00 
hour or the 11:30 hour. Mr. Hajjar said an hour after 8:00 p.m. the parking lot lights 
would be dimmed.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski noted that the Verizon letter said there would be 104 field technicians, 
which means 104 vehicles, but no aerial trucks or diggers. Mr. Paciorkowski also noted 
that the Verizon letter stated there is air conditioning in the repair shop so the doors will 
remain closed in the summertime.  
 
Mr. Brancato asked Mr. Spiegel about his discussions with the neighbors. Mr. Spiegel 
said that the neighbors were concerned about the possible increase of noise and the 
possible impact to their homes and its Mr. Spiegel’s opinion this use would be a lesser 
impact than the current one that there now. Mr. Brancato wanted to know what work is 
being done by Verizon on a Sunday. Mr. Hajjar explained that they have installations that 
have to be done and the facility needs to be open for the technicians  Mr. Brancato 
explained that his issue in this whole thing is the traffic and wanted to know what has 
been done since the last meeting. Atty. Geraghty-Hall said that limiting the traffic coming 
out of the parking lot to left turn only, this was recommended mitigation in the traffic 
study.  
 
Mr. Costello pointed out that the mitigation is to limit left hand turns out of site only 
between the hours of 4-6. It’s not a complete restriction.  Mr. Spiegel said that it’s the 
only time of the day that there is a possible issue at the intersection of Neponset St and 
Access Road. Mr. Costello said traffic signals are not the jurisdiction of the Planning 
Board, it’s the Board of Selectmen who decide on the signal. Should a signal be decided 
upon, the applicant is willing to fund it, and this could be a condition of approval, that 
they donate funds for that purpose.  
 
Mr. Bamber talked about the percentage of cars that would travel Neponset St., Nahatan 
St., and Route One and there would be more than 70% cars exiting on Access Road to 
Neponset St. according to the traffic study. Mr. Cram wanted to clarify that there were 
two distributions, one was the for the employees coming to and from their homes, which 
adds up to 47% and the second number is where the employees are going from the site, 
84% are going to the North on Route One. Mr. Bamber wanted to know how the 84% 
would return to the site. Mr. Cram said that they will be directed to use the rotary and 
come back to Access Road near the site.  
 
Mr. Bamber asked about any special projects that Verizon does. Mr. Hajjar said if that 
have to obtain additional employees for special projects, they would go directly to the 
location of the special project not to the garage.  
 
Mike Driscoll, 28 Access Road, said that Verizon will use Access Road in the morning 
because traffic on Route One is always backed up.  
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James Piatelli, 144 Saunders Rd., has been a tenant at 236 Access Road, the Pond, and he 
wanted the Board to know that Sears was located there for 4yrs. Sears would have the 
lights on all night, the doors to the garage would be open for work on the vans and he 
doesn’t understand why this wasn’t an issue as it is now.  As far as traffic, there might be 
100 cars at the Pond on a Sat. & Sunday, which is the same as this proposal. 
 
Mr. Donohue asked if they received a copy of the order of conditions from the 
Conservation Commission. Mr. Smith said that they have met with the Conservation 
Commission, got their approval and received the order of conditions. Mr. Smith will send 
the Board a copy.    
 
Mr. Paciorkowski asked Mike Driscoll if he thought a signal at Neponset St/Access Rd 
would help with the traffic. Mike Driscoll did feel that a signal would help. 
 
Mr. Costello explained that if the Board were to close the hearing and vote tonight, there 
is still time to add the conditions. Mr. Paciorkowski would like to have a condition that 
states that Verizon can not have more than 104 employees unless they return to the Board 
for approval. Atty. Geraghty-Hall feels that there are a number of parking spaces that are 
part of the project and to get that technical would tie the hands of the business. Atty. 
Geraghty-Hall said would agree with a not to exceed number.  
 
Mr. Brancato is looking for some kind of assurance that the vans would exit onto Route 
One not Access Road.  
 
Mr. Costello said that Verizon needs the ability to use Access Road, but they are willing 
to limit the use between 4-6 daily.  Mr. Brancato is visualizing all these Verizon van 
exiting the site. Mr. Hajjar said that would not be the case because not all of them would 
be leaving at the same time.  
 
Mr. Smith went over the number of parking spaces on the site, 45 spaces at 236 Access 
Rd., and 278 spaces in the parking lot across the street for a total of 323 parking spaces. 
 
Tim Collins, 544 Neponset St., asked if a fence could be installed on the Decathlon side. 
Mr. Smith said it is on the plan submitted to the Board. Mr. Collins also talked about the 
gap in the trees behind the garage and they will work on fixing the gap.  
 
Atty. James Hilliard, representing Mr. Spiegel, noted that it has been 3 months since this 
application was filed and Verizon has done a good job staying in there through it all. This 
has been an extraordinary case for Mr. Spiegel and Verizon, given the economy, a lot of 
tenants have come and gone waiting for things to happen. Atty. Hilliard is also asking the 
Board to give serious consideration to voting on this tonight subject to the conditions that 
been discussed.  
 
Ron Quintiliani, 538 Neponset St., agreed with Mr. Collins about not hearing any noise 
when Sears was present. It was a non-issue. If Verizon can guarantee this, then there will 
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be no problem but if this turns into a carnival, what recourse to they have. Mr. Quintiliani 
is adamantly opposed to the hours and feels they were very dishonest. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the Public Hearing for 236 Access Road, 
seconded by Mr. Brancato 
VOTE  4-0-1 approved (Mr. Wynne recused) 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski was not ready to make a decision and he said that this was a situation 
where there is commercial property up against residential property and there is a lot to 
digest. Mr. Bamber said that if he had to vote now, he would vote against it. Mr. Brancato 
wants to see the list of conditions on paper.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Brancato 
VOTE  5-0  approved   
 
 
     
     


